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 The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, 
 
 Composed as above, 
 
 After deliberation, 
 
 Having regard to article 292 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
 
 Having regard to article 69, paragraph 1, of the Rules of the Tribunal, 
 
 Having regard to the Application submitted by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the 
Tribunal on 13 November 1997, requesting the prompt release of the M/V Saiga and its crew, 
alleged to have been detained by the authorities of Guinea on 28 October 1997, 
 
 Makes the following Order: 
 
 Whereas the Registrar, in accordance with article 52, paragraph 2(a), and article 111, 
paragraph 4, of the Rules of the Tribunal, transmitted a certified copy of the Application to 
the Government of Guinea on 13 November 1997, 
 
 Whereas, pursuant to article 292 of the Convention, the Tribunal shall deal with the 
Application without delay, 
 
 Whereas, pursuant to article 292 of the Convention, the Tribunal shall deal only with the 
question of release, without prejudice to the merits of any case before the appropriate 
domestic forum against the vessel, its owner or its crew, 
 



 Whereas the President of the Tribunal, in accordance with article 112, paragraph 3, of the 
Rules of the Tribunal, fixed 21 November 1997 as the date for the opening of a hearing with 
respect to the Application, 
 
 Whereas the Government of Guinea, by a letter dated 20 November 1997, referred to 
difficulties in the receipt of certain documentation and requested a postponement of the 
hearing, 
 
 Having ascertained the views of the parties, 
 
 THE TRIBUNAL 
 
 Decides to postpone the continuation of the hearing until 27 November 1997; and 
 
 Reserves the subsequent procedure for further decision. 
 
 
 Done in English and in French, the English text being authoritative, in the Free and 
Hanseatic City of Hamburg, this twenty-first day of November, one thousand nine hundred 
and ninety-seven, in three copies, one of which will be placed in the archives of the Tribunal 
and the others transmitted to the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the 
Government of Guinea, respectively. 
 

(Signed)     Thomas A. MENSAH, 
President. 

 
(Signed)     Gritakumar E. CHITTY, 

Registrar. 
 


